
THE NAVIGA╬OR                         
PARISH NEWSLETTER 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

14th May 2023 Cycle A 

 

“The disciples returned to Jerusalem  

and persevered in prayer with Mary, 

 the Mother of God.” 

 

Sunday:  
11.00am   Mass  
12.15pm    Open Parish Meeting 
6.00pm     Adoration, Rosary and Evening Prayer & Benediction. 
 
Monday:   
9.10am     Morning Prayer 
9.30am     Mass followed by Adoration of The Most Blessed      

 Sacrament 
3.30pm    Evening Prayer and Benediction 
6.30pm     Meeting of SVDP 
7.30pm     May Devotions 
 
Tuesday:  Feast Day of St. Brendan 
9.10am    Morning Prayer 
9.30am    Mass  
1.45pm    Mass in St. Brendan’s School 
6.30pm    Meeting with Union of Catholic Mothers 
 
Wednesday:   
9.10am    Morning Prayer 
8.00am    Mass  
    Fr. Joe’s ~Day Off 
5.30pm     Vigil Mass of the Ascension 

 
Thursday:  Solemnity of the Ascension of Our Lord 

HOLIDAY OF OBLIGATION 
9.30am     Morning Prayer 
9.30am      Mass [School will attend] 
5.30pm     Reception of Remains & Vigil for James Prior RIP 
6.30pm     Choir Practice 
7.30pm   Divine Mercy Devotion, Rosary & Benediction 
 
Friday:      
9.00am     Morning Prayer 
9.30am     Funeral Mass for James Prior RIP 
3.30pm     Evening Prayer and Benediction 

Saturday:  Opt. Memorial of  Our Lady 
9.10am   Morning Prayer 
9.30am    Mass 
5.30pm    Vigil Mass of Sunday 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
10.45am to 11.00am 

 
 THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
First reading:  Acts 8:5-8,14-17 

They laid hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit 

The story of Acts is the spread of the Gospel to ‘the ends of the 
earth’. The first few chapters described the ideal Church at 
Jerusalem but also the problems and tensions which arose.. that 
picture of peaceful growth  was shattered by the persecution which 
erupted into Stephen’s martyrdom. The effect of things getting too 
hot in Jerusalem is that the Word of the Lord begins to spread 
beyond the city, and first to Samaria, the country region just north 
of Jerusalem. The peace of God’s Kingdom comes to the 
Samaritans, so hated and despised by the Jews,  in the form of 
liberation from sickness and the torment of various diseases. Luke 
notes for us the joy which this brings, a joy which is the sign of the 
Kingship of God. We see that from the very beginnings of the 
Church the tw0 sacraments of baptism and confirmation had 
already emerged. The anointing of the Holy spirit in baptism 
needed to be completed and fulfilled by the anointing with the 
Holy Spirit in the sacrament of Confirmation. The apostles come to 
administer the sacrament, just as nowadays the bishop comes, 
marking the unity of the Church and the special position of the 
bishops as the successors of the apostles. 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 65(66):1-7,16,20 
Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

 
Second reading:  1 Peter 3:15-18 

In the body he was put to death, in the 
spirit he was raised to life 

This final reading from the first Letter of Peter gives a heartening 
model for defence in persecution. In modern Western society there 
is a growing intolerance of any views or opinions which are contrary 
to what the media and the vociferous and ;owerful minority believe 
to be the correct view. Whilst, as Christians, we are learning to 
become more tolerant of those who hold contrary views, the 
society is, sadly, moving in the opposite direction. We see this in 
the efforts to impose only one concept of the origin and meaning of 
life and the society’s notions of freedom of choice. A Christian 
stance on moral issues can so easily incur charges of narrow-
mindedness or blindness. It is not always easy to keep one’s temper 
and give a fair and helpful reply ‘with courtesy and respect’, 
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expressing the consequences of the Christian hope. This can be a 
real and important Christian witness. At times Jesus spoke out 
boldly and denounced falsehood, lies and hypocrisy but at other 
times he went away quietly and sadly. It truly requires patience 
and wisdom to know what to say and how and when to speak 
the truth. Even in our families we often have to remain silenct 
when we would rather speak. 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  Jn14:23 
Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him.’ 
 
Gospel:  John 14:15-21 

I shall ask the Father and he will give 
you another Advocate 

Only in John is the Spirit whom the Father will send called ‘the 
Advocate’ or ‘the Paraclete’. Both names have the same 
derivation and the same meaning, one a translation of Latin the 
other Greek. It means someone ‘called to one’s side’ as a helper, 
principally as a defender in a lawsuit. The word ‘Paraclete’ also 
suggests comfort and strength, as implied in the quality 
paraclesis or perseverance. In the discourse after the Last 
Supper, when Jesus is preparing his disciples for their future task, 
there are four separate sayings about the Paraclete. The 
Paraclete is sent both by Jesus and by the Father, but always 
from the Father’s side. The Paraclete, the Spirit of truth, will 
teach the disciples everything and lead them into all truth, 
witnessing to the Father. The Paraclete is ‘another Advocate’, 
that is, other than Jesus, who will make Jesus present when Jesus 
is no longer physically with them. We clearly see from the words 
of Jesus himself that the doctrine of the Holy Trinity was believed 
in by the Chruch from the very beginning. Without the indwelling 
of the Holy spirit we remain dead in our sins and unable to 
preach the Gospel by the witness of our lives. 

RIP 
James Prior,  Neil Mc Elhenney, Annie Brown, 

Alex. Mc Cracken. Daniel Gallagher and Elizabeth Mc Dill 
MONTHS MIND 

John Mc Kinley (3) 
 

LAST WEEKEND’S OFFERINGS:  Thank you for generosity. 
Collection:  £425.22 
GAD:            £180.00 

Next Week Second Collection  for Communications to support 
the mission of the Church to develop her mission through the 
use of the Mass Media. 
 
RIP: In your charity, please pray for the peaceful repose of  souls 
of the following parishioners: 
James Prior: Vigil on Thursday 18th May at 5.30pm and Funeral 
Mass on Friday, 19th May at 9.30am.  
Elizabeth Mc Dill: Vigil, Monday, 22nd May at 5.30pm & Funeral 
Mass on Tuesday, 23rd May at 9.30am;  
Neil Mc Ilhoney: Funeral Service at Clydebank Crematorium on 
Tuesday, 23rd at 1.30pm 
We extend our prayers and deepest sympathies to those who 
mourn and grieve for the loss of the one they love. 
 
LOOKINJG AHEAD I met with Fr. Ezra on Thursday and, subject to 
the house being completed, I will demit my Office as Parish 
Priest on 31st May. Pentecost Sunday will  probably be my last 
Mass as a Parish Priest. Bonnie Charlie left Scotland in 1745 and 
we only crowned King Charles in 2023. We have been singing, 
“Will ye no come back again?” Only God knows! 

OPEN PARISH MEETING After Mass this Sunday there will be an 
opportunity to contribute to the Diocesan reflection on the 
future reorganisation of the diocese. 
 
CELEBRATION OF MASS IN THE TRIDENTINE  FORM  Prior to the 
decision of the Second Vatican Council, that the Church should 
reform the manner in which she celebrated, amongst everything 
else, the Mass itself, the Mass was offered in Latin using the 
Missal of the Council of Trent which was last reformed in 1962.  
The Council authorised the use of the ‘vernacular’ in the Mass 
and, gradually, countries began to translate the Latin text of the 
Missal into other languages. In the form of celebration 
authorised by the Council of Trent there was no active 
participation in the celebration by the laity whereas, the reform’ 
called for the “active and conscious participation” of the 
whole assembly. This does not mean a lot of individual doing 
things but the whole congregation actively responding, whether 
in Latin or another language, saying the prayers, singing etc. This 
has caused a lot of problems as priests and people have deviated 
from the Missal and introduced their own ideas.  As a result, 
many people became ‘scunnered’ and have hankered for the 
‘Old Mass’. Pope Francis, like Pope Benedict and Pope St. John   
Paul II,  has tried to respect their feelings whilst making it clear 
that the Church cannot move backwards and that the new form 
of celebration is not only here to stay but is the only way to push 
forward the ‘new evangelisation’ which is called for by Christ. 
 
THE SIGN OF PEACE In light of the fact that the Care Homes have 
been advised that there is no further need for masks, social 
distancing and even hand sanitisers, I think it is time for us to 
restore the sign of peace as a an option for everyone. Please do 
not move about the church but remain in your seats and restrict 
yourself to exchanging the sign with persons beside you. The 
most important ‘sign of peace’ is the ‘breaking of the bread’ and 
our ‘handshaking ‘ should not distract us from focussing on and 
praying the Lamb of God. If you are not comfortable with this, 
then please station yourself in an appropriate seat...sadly there 
is plenty of room!! 
 
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION AND THE NOVENA TO THE 
HOLY SPIRIT  Forty days after he rose from the dead, Jesus 
ascended body and soul into heaven. In his human nature he is 
now seated at the right hand of the Father. He told us to ‘’wait 
for the power from on high’ . The scriptures attest that the 
disciples “gathered in prayer with Mary the mother of Jesus” and 
remained locked in prayer until the Spirit came. On Thursday we 
celebrate the Ascnsion and are then invited to remain ‘locked in 
prayer’ for the coming of the Spirit. 
 

ECUMENICAL SERVICE We will welcome the Knightswood 

Fellowsiip of Churches to our parish next Sunday to celebrate 
Pentecost together. The service is at 6.30pm. Afterwards we 
would lusually offer hospitality. If you can assist with home 
baking, cakes etc or can help to serve, please sign up. Above all 
please came along and pray. The disunity amongst Christians is 
the biggest challenge which Christ faces as he seeks to bring the 
world together in a communion of love. 
 
Vocations Discernment: YouCAN with Aberdeen Diocese and 
Pluscarden Abbey: Please see the poster for information. 
  
Pro-Life Mass:  This month’s Pro-Life Mass coincides with the 
Vigil of the Solemnity of the Ascension, so Mass will be that of 
the Solemnity on Wednesday, 17th May at the earlier time of 
6pm in Holy Cross, 113 Dixon Ave, G42 8ER.  


